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CONFIDENTIAL STOCKHOLM 0428 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF, SW 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES: SWEDISH GOVERNMENT POSITION 
REF: (A) KUALA LUMPUR 0902, (B) 77 STOCKHOLM 3584 

1 . EMBASSY CONSIDERS THAT SWEDISH AMBASSADOR, DURING MEETING 
CONVENED BY UNHCR REGIONAL REP SAMPATKUMAR IN KUALA LUMPUR ON 
JANUARY 31, FAITHFULLY REFLECTED OFFICIAL GOS POSTURE ON 
QUESTION OF SWEDISH ACCEPTANCE OF INDOCHINESE REFUGEES (PARA 17, 

REF A). IT ACCORDS WITH DESCRIPTION OF POLICY GIVEN EMBASSY 

LAST AUGUST BY MFA SOURCE (REF B ). 

2. SWEDISH GOVERNMENT FOR SOME MONTHS HAS BEEN IN PROCESS OF 
"REGULARIZING" STATUS OF NUMEROUS FOREIGN CITIZENS RESIDING IN 
SWEDEN, WEEDING OUT FOR DEPORTATION THOSE WHOSE BONA FIDES AS 
POLITICAL REFUGEES ARE NOT DEMONSTRABLE. AS A RESULT, DOZENS 
OF PAKISTANIS, TURKISH ASSYRIANS AND SOME CHILEANS HAVE BEEN 
FORCED TO LEAVE. THE ANNUAL QUOTA FOR POLITICAL REFUGEES OF 
1,250 IS NEVERTHELESS CONSISTENTLY EXPANDED TO ACCOMMODATE 
MAINLY LATIN AMERICANS AND, WE UNDERSTAND, OVER 4,000 REFUGEES 
WERE PERMITTED ENTRY IN 1977 ALONE. 

3. THE GOS HAS DECIDED THAT IT IS UNABLE TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THE UNHCR SPECIAL ASSISTANCE PLAN FOR INDOCHINESE 
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REFUGEES. YET, AS EXPLAINED BY AMBASSADOR FALTHEIM, IT IS 
WILLING TO CONSIDER "URGENT CASES" AS DEFINED BY THE UNHCR. 

WHILE THE EMBASSY IS NOT INCLINED TO DISCLAIM THE 
DISINGENUOUSNESS OF THE SWEDISH POSITION, WE WONDER WHY 
IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO TEST SWEDISH SINCERITY BY ASKING 
THE UNHCR TO BRING A NUMBER OF SPECIFIC "URGENT CASES" 

TO SWEDISH ATTENTION, AS SUGGESTED IN PARA 4, REF B. 
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